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Details onthe back of Metro 
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WHY MOVING HIGH SCHOOL 
PLAYOFFS IS DRAWING FIRE 
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HOW GA. SCHOOL RETIREES 
ARE FIGHTING HEALTH COSTS 


DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT 


Plan for Guich 


Project could include nine high-rises, new streets 
on 27 acres downtown in attempt to woo Amazon. 


By J. Scott Trubey 
strubey@ajc.com 


A Los Angeles developer wants 
to fill 27 acres of downtown Atlan- 
ta’s Gulch with new streets and 
high-rises that would fundamen- 
tally alter the landscape of the 
city’s core. 

CIM Group filed documents 


this month with regional plan- 
ners detailing what would be the 
largest single development down- 
town since Portman’s Peachtree 
Center started in the 1960s. 
CIM wants to build more than 
9 million square feet of office 
space, 1,000 residences, 1,500 
hotel rooms and 1 million square 
feet of retail space. It’s a project 


TERROR IN NEW YORK CITY 


‘Attempted terrorist attack’ 


could transform city 


clearly aiming for the attention 
of Amazon as the e-commerce 
giant scours North America for 
a new second headquarters that 
could one day employ more than 
50,000 workers. 

The state hand-delivered its pro- 
posal for Amazon’s “HQ2” Oct. 
19, and included the Gulch and 
dozens of other potential devel- 
opment sites around the metro 
area. Amazon is seeking 8 mil- 
lion square feet of office space 
by 2027, and CIM’s development 


rattles New York commuters 


Law enforcement officials work following an explosion near New York’s Times Square on Monday. Police 
said aman witha pipe bomb strapped to his body set off the crude device in a passageway under 42nd 
Street between Seventh and Eighth avenues. ANDRES KUDACKI/ ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Man with device strapped to body, 
3 others hurt in rush-hour explosion. 


By Colleen Long 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — A man inspired by 
Islamic State extremists strapped 
on a crude pipe bomb, slipped 
unnoticed into the nation’s bus- 
iest subway system and set the 


CDC LEADERSHIP 


device off at rush hour Monday 
in a scenario that New York has 
dreaded for years, authorities said. 

In the end, the only serious 
wounds were to the suspect, 
Akayed Ullah, a 27-year-old Ban- 
gladeshi immigrant and former 
cab driver, authorities said. But 


Akayed Ullah, 
the suspect 
in subway 
explosion. 


the attack sent terrified commut- 
ers fleeing through a smoky pas- 
sageway, and three people suf- 


Attack continued on A7 


timeline anticipates completion 
that same year. 

CIM - founded by Richard 
Ressler, the brother of Atlanta 
Hawks lead owner Tony Ressler 
— has been planning a mixed- 
use development near the team’s 
home, Philips Arena, that would 
in some ways mirror what the 
Atlanta Braves have done at the 
new SunTrust Park. But the scope 
of what’s detailed in the docu- 
ments dwarfs that Cobb County 
development. 


SENATE ELECTION 


CIM wants to carve the weedy 
tangle of downtown parking lots 
and rail lines known as the Gulch 
into 18 parcels with at least nine 
skyscrapers that will be 225 feet 
or higher, including one rising 
to 500 feet or about 40 stories, 
according to documents filed 
with the Atlanta Regional Com- 
mission. 

The proposed mini-city would 
stretch from CNN Center to the 
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Today’s vote 
will resonate 
outside Ala. 


Senate campaign has 
similarities to political 
battles in Georgia. 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 


HEFLIN, ALA. — Sonny Martin was 
asked what it would mean to Ala- 
bama Republicans like him if 
Roy Moore lost Tuesday’s spe- 
cial election for the U.S. Senate. 
He barely hesitated. 

“Tt would be devastating,” said 
the pawnshop manager in down- 
town Heflin. “If Republicans can’t 
win this race, then they have some 
real big things to worry about.” 

When Alabama voters head to 
the polls today to decide between 
Moore and Democrat Doug Jones, 
they’ll be facing a gut-check deci- 
sion that’s being scrutinized across 
the nation. 

No Democrat has won election 
tothe U.S. Senate in Alabama ina 
quarter-century, but allegations 
that Moore pursued sexual rela- 
tionships with teenage girls when 
he was in his 30s have rocked the 
race. Moore has denied them and 
cast them as attempts by outside 
forces to sway the race. 

Georgia and Alabama are 


New CDC head faces financial conflict questions 


Fitzgerald has been 
unable to divest some 
health-related holdings. 


By Lena H. Sun and Alice Crites 
Washington Post 


After five months in office, Pres- 
ident Trump’s new director of 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention has been unable 
to divest financial holdings that 
pose potential conflicts of inter- 


Brenda 
Fitzgerald, 
Centers 

for Disease 
Control and 
Prevention. 


est, hindering her ability to fully 
perform her job. 

Brenda Fitzgerald, 71, who 
served as the Georgia public 
health commissioner until her 
appointment to the CDC post in 


July, said she has divested from 
many stock holdings. But she and 
her husband are legally obligated 
to maintain other investments in 
cancer detection and health infor- 
mation technology, according 
to her ethics agreement, requir- 
ing Fitzgerald to pledge to avoid 
government business that might 
affect those interests. Fitzgerald 
provided The Post with a copy of 
her agreement. 

Last week, Sen. Patty Murray, 
D-Wash., the senior Democrat on 
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the Senate committee that over- 
sees CDC, wrote that Fitzgerald is 
raising questions about her abil- 
ity to function effectively. 

“Tam concerned that you cannot 
perform the role of CDC director 
while being largely recused from 
matters pertaining to cancer and 
opioids, two of the most pervasive 
and urgent health challenges we 
face as a country,” Murray wrote. 

By her reading of the ethics 
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DEVELOPMENTS 

E Former President 
Barack Obama and 
former Vice President 
Joe Biden recorded robo- 
calls for Democrat Doug 
Jones. President Donald 
Trump recorded a call for 
Republican Roy Moore. 

E Moore was closing out 
his campaign with a rally 
featuring former Trump 
campaign guru Steve 
Bannon, while Jones helda 
rally with former NBA star 
Charles Barkley. 


myAJC 


Visit our website for 
updates on today’s Senate 
election in Alabama. 


vastly different states, but the 
broader political strategies at 
play in today’s race are similar. 
Democrats in both states hope 
to flip independent voters in afflu- 
ent suburbs who generally lean 
toward the GOP while energizing 
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SPORTS, Cl 
Eagles’ injury at QB 
opens up NFCrace 


Philadelphia looked like alock 
for the Super Bowl. Now Carson 
Wentzis out for the season. Can 
the Falcons take advantage? 
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